
The High Prices of Prescription Drugs 

Increase Costs for Everyone 



Prescription drugs are one of the major drivers of rising health care 

costs. Soaring drug costs put a financial burden on patients who 

need access to lifesaving medications as well as on the entire U.S. 

health care system. As a result, we are all forced to pay for high-

cost drugs either through higher premiums, out-of-pocket costs, or 

a combination of the two.  

Individuals, Families, States, Taxpayers  

All Face Higher Costs Due to Rising Drug Prices  



Prescription Drug Spending is Increasing at its  

Fastest Rate in More than a Decade 

U.S. spending on prescription medicines jumped 13% to $374 billion in 2014, the biggest 

percentage increase since 2001. 
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Spending on specialty drug medications increased by an explosive 30.9%. Estimates 
suggest spending on specialty drugs could quadruple by 2020, reaching about $400 
billion. Some newer specialty drugs may cost upwards of $100,000 per year or course of 
treatment.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Express Scripts, UnitedHealth Center for Health Reform & Modernization 
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Specialty Drug Prices are Skyrocketing 

http://lab.express-scripts.com/drug-trend-report
http://lab.express-scripts.com/drug-trend-report
http://www.unitedhealthgroup.com/~/media/UHG/PDF/2014/UNH-The-Growth-Of-Specialty-Pharmacy.ashx


Despite the introduction of new, and in many 

cases, more innovative medical treatments, 

prescriptions that have been around for years 

continue to get more and more expensive.  

When the price of one drug rises by an 

astounding 9,145% in one year, can innovation 

really be the justification?  

Prescription Drugs that Have Been Around for Years 

Continue to Get More and More Expensive 


